
A Man of Action 
On June 30, 2011 Gerald “Jerry” Tupper, co-founder of Esperança 

passed away peacefully.         
         

Jerry will be dearly missed by all who loved and 
knew him.  At Esperança, we are grateful for his 
tireless work to create the organization that  
continues today helping thousands of the poor 
around the world every year. 

 

We have learned in the weeks since his passing, 
just what a man of action Jerry was.  At age 7, while his mother was      
hospitalized, he lived in an orphanage.  Jerry  mopped the floors and  
darned his own socks.  He began to show signs of his resourceful      
nature when he cut lawns,  weeded gardens, picked rocks out of a 
farmer’s field, sold flowers door-to-door and picked strawberries and 
potatoes to help with the family expenses.  At age 10, he took on a   
paper route.   
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Health and Hope
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Please share Esperança's Safe Water Saves Lives Campaign with your friends.  

Email them this link: www.safewatersaveslives.com or post on Facebook.  
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A Man of Action... 
Jerry earned an academic scholarship to Michigan 
State and would later graduate from the           
University of Michigan Law School, after a stint in 
the Army. He established a successful law practice 
in Phoenix and took care of his wife and five     
children.  He mastered the guitar and ping pong, 
spoke Spanish and Portuguese.   

 

And along with all of these accomplishments    
during his rich life, Jerry can be credited with the 
establishment of Esperança.  Wanting to support 
the medical work of his brother, Dr. Luke Tupper, 
in the jungles along the Amazon River in Brazil, 
he formed Esperança.  Initially he provided office 
space in the bottom floor of his law office.   He 
called on his friends,  colleagues and family for 
their support.  It is not easy to create and sustain a 
new charity, but Jerry’s hard work and              
perseverance sustained and built Esperança. 

 

Forty one years later, the legacy of this man of   
action, is Esperança.  It is the volunteer surgical 
teams that travel and change the lives of  children.  
It is the clean water that flows in Nicaragua and 
Mozambique, preventing lost lives to disease.  It is 
the safe, well-built home that shelters a family in   
Bolivia.  It is the health messages delivered by    
Esperança volunteers in the remote parts of the 
world that save lives.  It is hope for so many! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Jerry for all  

that you have done for humanity.  

Your Dollars        
at Work 

 
The end of September is the 
end of Esperança's fiscal 

year and with that, we’d like to tell you how 
your generosity has changed the lives of the 
poor around the world.  

 
♦ 12 surgical teams were sent to Bolivia and Nicaragua 

and operated on  682 poor rural villagers who had no 
other option for surgery.  Among the recipients were 
adults and children with severe burns, cleft palates and 
lip palates, injuries and deformities caused by accidents 
or violence, goiters, hernias and tumors.  

♦ Preventive health education reached 15,221 men,    
women, and children who attended health education      
workshops on important health issues such as malaria, 
HIV/AIDS, Chagas Disease, respiratory infections,   
diarrheal  diseases, and maternal and infant health.  

♦ Clean water was provided for 2,678 people through 
wells and water systems.  

♦ Health screenings and testing were completed for 
3,304 individuals for illnesses such as malaria, Chagas, 
HIV/AIDS, and diabetes. 

♦ Homes were constructed from scratch or repaired, so 
that 1,408 families could live in a safe, healthy           
environment for many years to come.  

♦ Training was given to hundreds of health workers,  
community volunteers, professors, and government    
authorities so that positive behavior and changes in a 
community can continue for a lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

This is just a sample of the projects           
that were completed this past year,            

and were a direct                            
result of your support to Esperança.  

If you think that your donation               
is small or trivial, please know                

that your dollars are going a long way        
and making a BIG difference.  

 
Safe Water Saves Lives Challenge Campaign 

 
Just $30 will provide one person with safe drinking water for one year. 

 
Donors Bob and Judy (pictured on the right) traveled with Esperança in June to see 

our projects in Nicaragua with their own eyes. They were so impressed that they 

were inspired to create this challenge campaign.  Just $20,000 will enable 

Esperança to construct a mini-aqueduct water system in the community of  El       

Hormiguero, located in northern Nicaragua.  The water system will provide a clean 

water source for hundreds  men, women and children in this village for many

 years

 

to come!  

 
Your financial support will cover the costs of the engineering, materials, 

transportation, and  technical support to build this water system. The  families from this village will 

supply all of the labor required (1,130 days of labor). These families are looking for a hand to help 

them get the clean water they desperately need, not a free handout.  

 
Thirst defies geography. It transcends language.  So does the need for clean water.  More than 1.1  

billion people in developing countries have inadequate access to water.  Please help us reach our goal 

by making a tax-deductible donation.  For just $30, your gift can save a life. 

Act now!  
Your donation will be matched 100% up to $10,000  

until November 1, 2011!  
Donate Online or mark your envelope “Safe Water Saves Lives” 

Exciting  Changes Coming to Esperança This Fall  

A few months ago, we evaluated what we do to keep you informed about how your support of Esperança 
changes lives.  In doing so, we found that there were many stories left untold and events that we were   
unable to share because of a lack of space on the newsletter we currently send you. 

So starting next month, you’ll be receiving a letter straight from our CEO Tom Egan. This new letter      
format will allow him to speak his heart directly to you and share the many success stories that only    
happen because of your support. This new change will also allow us to focus on one area of need at a time 
and give you more in-depth information on how your gifts are making a difference. 

In addition, we are always looking for ways to be better stewards of the gifts that you entrust to us. This 
change not only allows us to communicate with you more efficiently, it is also more cost effective, which 
means your gifts become more effective as well!  Streamlined communication, more focused information 
and increasing the impact of your gifts, you can see why we are excited about this change! 

For those that like the newsletter format, don’t worry.  We will still be sending you the newsletter, but  
only once a quarter. This way we can continue to give you a broad overview of all that we accomplish   
together. So make sure you watch for your letter next month and as always thank you for your continued 
support! You can also sign up for our monthly e-newsletter by signing up at  www.esperanca.org 

                                 www.safewatersaveslives.com 
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